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CLRI DISPROPORTIONALITY SESSION 
 
On December 15th and 16th, 2021, the Office of CLRI, under the direction of Associate 
Superintendent Dr. Fatima Morrell, was honored to host Anthony Ray Hinton as the 
distinguished speaker at the December Disproportionality Culturally Responsive 
Education Training Sessions.  Mr. Hinton is the person whose life the book and movie 
"Just Mercy," by Bryan Stevenson are based upon.  In 1985, Mr. Hinton was wrongly 
convicted of murder and served nearly 30 years on death row before being released in 
2015! In telling his story, Mr. Hinton highlighted the unjust treatment from our justice 
system, stating, “Just because I was born poor and Black the State of Alabama knew 
they could give a conviction. I sat on Alabama death row for 28 years and in county jail 
for 2 years, all because my life was not worth the truth.”  Read more about the 
evocative and thought-provoking session at buffaloschools.org under news. 

 

 
 
 
ACADEMICS AT DR. GEORGE E. BLACKMAN #54 
 
School #54 Grade 3 co-teachers, Mrs. Martha Smith and Mrs. Dawn Solomon, are 
teaching students about how to graph data for science data collection. Students are 
collecting temperature data to record trends and make observations over time.  Another 
exciting and clever schoolwide project at #54 is the Periodic Table of Black History!  
Displayed brightly in the hallway, the table has QR Codes linked so students can scan 
the code and jump right to the biography of the person on the table. A variety of 
activities have been developed based on the grade level.  All of the individuals featured 
have created basic “elements” of our present day lives! 

https://justmercy.eji.org/


 

   
 
WozED 3D PRINTING 
 
This past Saturday, a total of 19 Introduction to Technology Teachers from the CTE 
Department met at Riverside High School to be trained on the District’s recent purchase 
of 3D Printers.  The vendor, WozEd, modeled the curriculum, hardware, and software 
needed to implement this exciting new technology.  Every middle school (7th & 8th 
grade) Technology room in the district now has at least three 3D Printers, and we now 
have 19 highly trained teachers ready to facilitate student design and builds using the 
equipment. 3D printing is a technology widely used in the manufacturing industry from 
the production of cell phones to automobiles. This 3D training allows our teachers to 
facilitate early exploration of these growing technological fields that increase our 
students' college and career options. Look out for the addition of drones and robotics 
that will be phased in during the next couple of years.  We are tremendously excited to 
be offering our students the latest in 3D technology! 
 

 

     

 



STEAM DRONE & AERONAUTICAL RACING TEAM 

After a long pandemic delay, a new age of STEAM sports is beginning in our schools. 
BPS DART (Drone & Aeronautical Racing Team) has lifted off at Riverside High School! 
The program meets Mondays after school and is led by FAA Certified BPS Instructional 
Technology Coach, Michael Strangio.  Students will develop flight skills for competitive 
racing while learning about opportunities for future employment (Part 107 Commercial 
Drone Pilot License), special technologies, and serving as an in-building resource for 
aerial imagery.  Students receive hands-on learning using simulators, zSpace, and 
quadcopter kits that students will build and then code/program. Student pilots will take 
part in a ground school curriculum consisting of sixteen lessons that introduce them to 
the basics of drones. The lessons are designed to focus on the 4 Cs of STEAM 
education: Collaboration, Creativity, Critical Thinking and Communication.   

     
 

STUDENT TECHNOLOGY LEADERSHIP PROGRAM  

Over the last several weeks, Student Technology Leaders (STLs) from the Sedita 
Dragons #30, Phoenix Tech Squad #37, and Tech Tigers #74 had the opportunity to 
participate in training provided by Apple Professional Learning Specialists. A major 
emphasis is placed on professional development for STLs through the Student 
Technology Leadership Program. Through this experience, STLs explored Apple apps 
and how they can be used in the classroom. The students also co-taught alongside the 
Apple Specialists in classrooms within their schools!  As an extension of the Student 
Technology Leadership Program, Student Technology Leaders (STLs) from #37, #54, 
and #207 will participate in the study of cinematography, led by Instructional 
Technology Coach Keith Hughes, and exploring the role of a cinematographer, learning 
film-related concept development and filming techniques, and producing videos that will 
be shared with stakeholders.  We are looking forward to seeing the amazing products 
our STLs will create for our district, schools, and community.   

   

 



 COMMUNITY SCHOOL COAT DRIVE 

 
This holiday season Community Schools were the recipients of almost 500 new winter 
coats from Macy's through their Macy's Gives program.  Half of those coats were given 
to East Community High School while the remaining coats were split amongst the 
remaining Community Schools.  During East's Saturday Academy on December 11th, 
attendees were not only provided new coats but also boxes of fresh food and produce 
courtesy of FeedMore WNY.  We want to thank Say Yes Buffalo for their work to bring 
these partnerships and donations to our Community Schools, along with Macy's Gives, 
and FeedMore WNY for their incredible generosity, and the entire team at #309 for 
their hard work.    
 

   
 

COMMUNITY SCHOOL VACCINATIONS 
 
Shout out to our team over at Community School #198!  The past weekend, over 240 
people attended their "Winter Wonderland" Saturday Academy! Attendees got to 
participate in activities such as Tae Kwon Do, soccer, basketball, henna, face painting, 
and so much more. On top of all that, the Erie County Department of Health was also 
present to administer vaccinations.  
 

 
 

 
COMMUNITY SCHOOL SATURDAY ACADEMIES 
 

 



 
 
Join us at a Community School Saturday Academy this week to celebrate the season.  
Open to everyone, here for you! 
 
MCKINNEY-VENTO GIFT DRIVE 

 

If you’re looking for a worthy holiday-time charity, please consider giving if you can 
beyond December 20th. 
 
Be safe and enjoy your weekend! 
 

 
Dr. Kriner Cash 
Superintendent 


